Protocol for Cleaning Hydra Syringes 

Run a drop test before using the Hydra to transfer samples to make sure that the syringes are clean.

Select the Maintenance file directory.

Run the protocol Pipet 3ul in air_testing for dirty needles.

Follow the directions in the protocol

When the Hydra has dropped 3ul of liquid into the air, visually inspect each syringe tip.  The droplets should drop straight out of the syringe.

No water should be on the sides of the syringes.  If droplets are on the sides of the syringes, use mushy rub to clean the ends of the syringes.

The mushy rub is the yellow spongy substance kept in the right hand drawer.  Place the mushy rub under the syringes and rub left and right, forward and backward with gentle pressure.  DO NOT BEND THE SYRINGE TIPS!!

Follow cleaning with mushy rub by cleaning with detergent.

Fill a reservoir with CLENZ (the blue detergent).

Run the protocol Detergent_MOD under the Maintenance file directory.  Follow the directions.

After running the detergent wash, follow with an autowash to ensure that all detergent has been removed from the syringes.  Run the protocol Autowash after detergent under the Maintenance file directory.

Repeat the drop test above.  All syringes should be clean.

NOTE: Periodically the syringes must be exchanged for new syringes if a syringe seems plugged or is otherwise broken.  Replacement syringes are available in the right hand drawer.  Directions are also in the drawer.

NOTE: Special steps must be followed when using water after using solvent.  The syringes must be rinsed with 1:1 methanol:acetone as on page 6-15 in the Robbins Scientific manual.

